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during which Nana Sahib, accompanied by Balao Rao, his
brother, and escorted by most faithful companions, the
Hindoo Kalagani amongst the number, left the caves of
Adjuntah.
Sixty hours later, the Nabob reached the narrow defiles
of the Sautpoora mountains, after crossing the Taptee,
which flows into the sea on the west coast, near Surat
He was then a hundred miles from Adjuntah, in a part
of the province little frequented, and thus tolerably secure
for a time. The place was well chosen.
The river Nerbudda flows between two ranges of
-mountains, the Sautpooras on the south and the Vindhyas
on the north. These two chains are entangled with each
other in such a way as to form most intricate and safe
retreats. On looking at the map it will be seen that the
Vindhyas form one of the great sides of the central
triangle of the peninsular, about the twenty-third degree
of latitude, but that the Sautpooras do not go beyond the
seventy-fifth degree of longitude, and end with Mount
Kaligong.
Here Nana Sahib was near the country of the Ghoonds,
an aboriginal tribe, only half subdued, whom he hoped to
induce to revolt.
Ghoondwana is a territory of two hundred square miles,
containing a population of more than three millions, M.
Rousselet considers the inhabitants to be always ripe for